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Abstract:

Love and hate, or al-Walaya (allegiance/love) and al-
Bara'a (disassociation/hatred), are two fundamental pil-
lars of Islam, especially in Shiaa thought. Narratives found
in authentic Shi7T sources that Imam al-Ridha (peace be
upon him), adhering to the example of his righteous fore-
fathers, emphasized the issue of love and hate in both his
words and deeds .

Loyalty to Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) — specifi-
cally their disassociation from their enemies —has always
been a point of inquiry in the Shi'T community. Imam al-
Ridha (peace be upon him) discouraged extremism in this
matter through his foundational principles. The Imam
himself, despite accepting the successorship (wilayat al-
‘ahd) during the era of al-Ma’min, nonetheless disasso-
ciated himself from the government of that time. A his-
torical and analytical study of the chronicle(sirah) of the
Imam helps us clarify his ideas and stances on love and

hate, and provides a clearer exposition of this matter.
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