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Abstract

This article aims to display the image of Prophet Mohammad (pbuh) in
the poetry of his contemporaries« particularly Hassan Bin Sabet¢< Kaeb Bin
Zuhair< and Kaeb Bin Malek Al-Ansari and take into account their different
understandings of the Prophet (pbuh) which set their perspectives
apart respectively regarding him as both a Prophet and a messenger.
Moreover: their recital of poetry during both ages is considered« and it
is psychologically natural for them not to lose all the values stuck to their
minds during the Ignorance Age. Through their poetry: we will deduce
how they employed their inherited ethical normsc which were morally
regarded as high in the Age of Ignorance« to speak well of the Prophet:«
lamented him« and ridiculed his enemies as they take into consideration
his niche in the Quranic text and the idea that those who follow poets are
lost¢ excluding those who believe and support the his message.

What are the traditional qualities used by the three poets to describe the
Prophet (pbuh)? What were the newer qualities derived from the message?
How did each one of them express these qualities when they embraced
Islam? How much of his teachings were they able to understand? Here
we note the difference between the newly converted Kaeb Bin Zuhair’s
praise and the Ansar’s ¢ and then the difference between Hassan’s poetry
- already being an elder by the time he converted to Islam - and the poetry
of Kaeb who was still young when he was honoured with Islam. |t is to
conclude that the disparity between these poets’ visions of the Prophet is
but a minimized picture of the heightened disparity between the levels in
which his contemporaries understood him.

Key words: The Age of Ignorance — The Era of Islam — Patterned (typical)
qualities — Traditional qualities — Islamic qualities — Praise — Lamentation
— The Quranic text.
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