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Abstract

The present article tries ¢ although brief, to answer to
the following question: What is the meaning and denotation of
‘Agl " < reason, from the perspective of Islamic religious texts?
Without doubt it is important to broach such a question in the age
of prevalence of rationality and excessive rationality in the west.

It can be deducted from the words of lexicographers
,Qur’anic verses and Islamic narrations that the Arabic words that
are synonymic or close in meaning to the word ‘Agl < reason, are:
Lubb, al-nahya, al-hijr, al-hija, al-ghalb, al-hilm, al-fahm, al-miska
and al-kiyasa which all indicate one unique essence that is ‘Aql «
reason, meaning the faculty of understanding and recognition of
the facts of the existence through the edifying knowledge which
guides to righteous deeds and obedience to Allah. The difference
between these words originates from different effects of reason so
the difference results from different viewpoints. It can be known
from lexicon books ¢« Qur’anic verses and Islamic narrations that
these four words: al-jahl (ignorance): al-sifaha (stupidity)< al-humgh
(silliness)« al-juntn (insanity) are used in line with the reason.

From those who discover reason and its significances are
Al-Allamah Al-Majlesi and Al-Allamah Al- Hur Al-‘Aamili and Al-
Muhasibr « yet they have different views about it.

Keywords: reason, Holy Qur’an, ignorance, al-Sunnah
(Prophetic tradition)« wisdom, recognition.
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